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SANITARY LEGISLATION. 



STATE LAWS AND REGULATIONS PERTAINING TO PUBLIC 

HEALTH. 



CALIFORNIA. 



Plague — Destruction of Rodents, Insects, and Other Vermin. (Res. Bd. of II., 

Aug. 20, 1913.) 

Whereas there has been found within the territory comprised in the counties o£ 
Contra Costa, Alameda, Santa Clara, Santa Cruz, Monterey, San Benito, Merced, 
Stanislaus, and San Joaquin, of the State of California, a total of 1,843 ground 
squirrels (Citellus beecheyi) which have been proven by laboratory investigation 
to have been infected with a contagious and infectious disease, to wit, bubonic 
plague; and 

Whereas an act of the Legislature of the State of California, approved June 7, 1913, 
provides: "Whenever any land, place, building, structure, wharf, pier, dock, ves- 
sel or water craft is infected with rodents, insects, or other vermin which are liable 
to convey or spread contagious or infectious disease from an existing focus declared 
by the State board of health, it shall be the duty of said board to at once notify the 
person, firm, copartnership, company or corporation, owning said land, place, 
building, structure, wharf, pier, dock, vessel, or water craft of the existence of said 
rodents, insects, or other vermin and said notice shall direct said owner to proceed 
immediately to exterminate and destroy said rodents, insects or other vermin, and 
to continue in good faith such measures as may be necessary to prevent their return. 
In the event that said owner fails, refuses, or neglects to proceed as above provided, 
within 10 days from date of receipt of said notice, the State board of health may at 
once proceed to exterminate and destroy said rodents, insects, or other vermin, and 
take such measures as may be necessary to prevent their return, and the cost of the 
above measures shall be repaid the State "board of health by the board of super- 
visors or other governing body of the county, city and county, city, or town wherein 
the work is done at its next meeting after the bill is presented, and the appropria- 
tion provided in section 1 of this act shall be reimbursed by the amount so paid, 
and may be again expended in a similar manner:" Therefore, be it 
Resolved, That the territory comprised within the aforesaid counties is hereby 

declared to be an existing focus of contagious and infectious disease; and be it further 
Resolved, That the secretary of this board be directed to notify the supervisors of 

the above-named counties of the passage of this resolution, and of the intention of the 

State board of health to proceed in accordance with the provisions of the act of the 

State legislature, approved June 7, 1913. 

Rabies— Control of— Quarantine of Animals. (Reg. Bd. of H., Oct. 4, 1913.) 

Rule 1. Any person owning, or having the charge of, or observing, any animal 
which he shall know or suspect to be affected with rabies shall immediately confine 
such animal, if this can be brought about with reasonable safety, and shall at once 
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